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Steps lead down to this from the baptistry. I went with
the usual crowd of tourists and pilgrims, in charge of a young
Dominican who had a strong look of T. E. Lawrence about
him. He spoke Italian, because most of us seemed to be
Italians that day, but, when I got him alone, I spoke to him in
English and he replied with a lovely brogue.

" Where do you come from? " I asked.

" County Cark," he said; and smiled with delight at the
recollection of it.

He told me some interesting details of Father Mulooly's work.
It seems that as soon as the First Century buildings were dis-
covered, water began to fill them. Neither the method nor the
money to drain them were discovered during Father Mulooly's
lifetime, and it was not until 1912 that the work of draining
the underground working was begun with the help of Cardinal
O'Connell, Archbishop of Boston, who had been made
Cardinal Titular of St. Clement's. It was decided to dig a
brick tunnel to the church from the Colosseum, which is seven
hundred yards away. This was completed in 1914 and the
water now runs from St. Clement's to the Colosseum, where it
enters an ancient Roman drain that is still in working order
between that point and the Tiber.

" Ye'Il excuse me a moment," said the Dominican; then
turning to the crowd, he told them in Italian various things
about the place in which they were standing.

" Will I be saying it in English for any of ye? " he asked.
Someone said " yes." Then, in his fine soft Irish voice, he
said:

" Ye're standing now in the house where St. Clement lived
and where, maybe, he wrote his Epistle to the Corinthians.
Have ye all read that epistle? Take a look at the old walls.
The first Christians came here; the blessed saints and the
holy martyrs of the olden time. It's a wonderful thing I'm
showing you. ..."

And very earnestly he moved about, pointing out things
here and there, looking rather like a saint himself in the gloom
of that underground cavern, warningus to miss nothing because
we were in one of the most wonderful places in Rome.